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During this conference, which was attended by about 3,000 teachers, researchers and publishers involved in language
education, | went to over a dozen different talks, presentations and symposia about aspects of teaching and learning
that | found directly relevant to my own position as a professor in the Center for Global Education at Doshisha.

For example, | attended two talks specifically about ‘English as a Medium of Instruction’ (EMI). On the Saturday, |
attended a talk given by Javier Salazar of Tsukuba University who addressed the issue of teaching Area Studies
through the medium of English language teaching. In his case he was talking about teaching Canadian Studies to a
mixed group of 16 students of different nationalities. Because it was a relatively small group he was able to cater for
the needs of the different students. He said “EMI works if you make it about the students”. On the Monday | attended a
talk on "EMI Programs and the new academic word list’ by a team from Niigata Prefectural University, which proposed
making greater use in EM| classes of the Academic Word Lists which have been compiled. About two thirds of EMI
classes in Japan are aimed at Japanese students only who have limited English language levels. The word lists will
help teachers select or construct the appropriate materials for each class. One of the most important challenges for
EMI programs in Japan is matching the classroom materials with the actual level of English language aptitude
achieved by the students when they begin the course,

Members of the CGE team here at Doshisha are not only concerned with developing ‘best practice’ in the teaching of a
variety of undergraduate courses to a mix of students with native and non-native levels of English language aptitude,
but also in collaborating with colleagues around Japan who are leading and teaching similar programs. Following
attendance at this conference | invited one of the presenters, Paul Tanner of Shiga University, to lead a CGE workshop
on 26th January this year on the teaching of academic writing to non-native speakers of English. The workshop was
very successful and will be followed in future years by similar workshops in which teachers at Doshisha (full-time and
part-time) are able to share ideas about how to improve the delivery of EMI classes in this university and in others.
These workshops are open to all teachers at Doshisha University who teach in the medium of English.
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